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SUBJECT: WEEKEND SOVIET COMMENTARY ON NEUTRON 
WEAPON TAKES TOUGH LINE 

SUMMARY: WEEKEND SOVIET PRESS COMMENTARY ON 
PRESIDENT'S DECISION ON THE NEUTRON WEAPON 
ACCUSES THE U.S. OF MANEUVERING, OF ATTEMPTING TO 
LINK THE FUTURE OF THE WEAPON TO EXTRANEOUS 
MATTERS, OF SEEKING TO MANIPULATE PUBLIC OPINION, 

AND OF IGNORING THE SOVIET PROPOSAL FOR MUTUAL 
RENUNCIATION OF NEUTRON WEAPONS. THIS INITIAL 
COMMENTARY SUGGEST THAT MOSCOW INTENDS TO 
INTENSIFY ITS PROPAGANDA CAMPAIGN AGAINST THE 
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RB/ER WEAPON AND IS UNPREPARED TO 
DISCUSS, AT LEAST IN PUBLIC, THE POSSIBILITY OF 
LINKAGE OF THE NEUTRON WEAPON WITH OTHER WEAPONS 
SYSTEMS. END SUMMARY. 

1 . SOVIET PRESS AND RADIO ON APRIL 8-9 HAVE 
CARRIED WASHINGTON TASS DISPATCH DESCRIBING 
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PRESIDENT'S DECISION ON THE NEUTRON WEAPON AS 
A STEP TOWARD PRODUCTION OF THIS WEAPON. TASS 
STATES THAT THE PRESIDENT IS ATTEMPTING TO 
ACHIEVE ''CONCESSIONS" ON OTHER MATTERS EXTRANEOUS 
TO THIS WEAPON AND THAT HE DID NOT EVEN REFER TO 
THE SOVIET PROPOSAL FOR MUTUAL RENUNCIATION OF 
THE WEAPON. TASS ALSO ASSERTS THAT ONE OF THE 
MAIN BASIS OF THE PRESIDENT'S DECISION WAS 
TO ESTABLISH A FIRMER POSITION VIS A VIS 
PUBLIC OPINION. TASS ALSO CARRIES AN ARTICLE 
REPORTING INITIAL STATEMENTS OF OPPOSITION IN 
THE U.S. TO THE PRESIDENT'S DECISION. 

2. PRAVDA OF APRIL 9 PUBLISHES AN ARTICLE FROM 
NEW YORK BY T. DOLESNICHENKO. WHO STATES THAT 
WORLDWIDE PROTESTS HAVE FORCED THE WHITE HOUSE 
TO UNDERTAKE "A MANEUVER" WHICH KOLESNICHENKO 
CLAIMS "OFFICIAL PROPAGANDA" IS ATTEMPTING THE 
CHARACTERIZE AS A COMPROMISE. THIS "COMPROMISE" 

HE WRITES, IS OPPOSED BOTH BY "PROGRESSIVE 
CIRCLES" IN THE U.S. AND HAS BEEN IMMEDIATELY 
DENOUNCED BY SUCH "HAWKS" AS SENATORS NUNN, 
MOYNIHAN, AND IACKSON. KOLESNICHENKO STATES 
THAT THE PRESIDENT'S DECISION DOES NOT SERVE 

THE REAL SECURITY INTERESTS OF THE U.S., 

REPEATED BREZHNEV'S CHARACTERIZATION AT 
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VLADIVOSTOK OF THE NEUTRON WEAPON AS OFFENSIVE 
AND AS INCREASING THE RISK OF NUCLEAR WAR, AND 
CONCLUDES BY STATING THAT THIS WEAPON MUST BE 
BANNED. INTERNATIONAL WEEK REVIEW IN SAME 
PRAVDA CLAIMS THAT THE U.S. IS ATTEMPTING 
"TO MANEUVER" AND STATES THAT THIS QUESTION 
CANNOT BE SETTLED "BY MEANS OF MANEUVERS AND 
EQUIVOCAL "POSTPONEMENTS," BUT ONLY ON THE 
BASIS OF THE SOVIET PROPOSAL FOR MUTUAL 
RENUNCIATION. 

3. COMMENT: THESE EARLY REACTIONS SUGGEST 
MOSCOW'S DETERMINATION TO MAINTAIN ITS 
STANCE OF NO LINKAGE OF THE NEUTRON WEAPON IN 
NEGOTIATIONS WITH OTHER WEAPONS SYSTEMS AND TO 
INTENSIFY ITS PROPAGANDA CAMPAIGN. KOLESNICHENKO'S 
ASSERTION THAT THE PRESIDENT MOLIFIED NEITHER 

THE "PROGRESSIVE FORCES" NOT THE "HAWKS" SUGGESTS 
THAT MOSCOW MAY HOPE THAT THE DECISION IS A 
COMPROMISE WHICH WILL SATISFY FEW AND WHICH GIVES 
AMPLE TIME AND BASIS FOR A PROPAGANDA CAMPAIGN 
TO REVERSE THE DECISION. THIS INITIAL REACTION, 
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THEREFORE, WITH ITS FIRM REIECTION OF LINKAGE, 

SUGGESTS A SOVIET DECISION TO PUT CONSIDERABLE 
PROPAGANDA PRESSURE ON THE U.S. ON THIS ISSUE 
IN COMING MONTHS WHILE ATTEMPTING TO AVOID SUB- 
STANTIVE DISCUSSION OF ANY LINKAGE OF THE NEUTRON 
WEAPON TO OTHER WEAPONS SYSTEMS. TOON 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PRESS COMMENTS, PRESIDENT, SPEECHES, FOREIGN POLICY POSITION, NUCLEAR WEAPONS PRODUCTION, NUCLEAR 
BOMBS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 09 apr 1978 
Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978MOSCOW07170 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D7801 53-0660 
Format: TEL 
From: MOSCOW 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t19780476/aaaacmvg.tel 

Line Count: 122 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: 27a2aab3-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION EUR 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 1 6 jun 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3026361 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: WEEKEND SOVIET COMMENTARY ON NEUTRON WEAPON TAKES TOUGH LINE SUMMARY: WEEKEND SOVIET PRESS 
COMMENTARY ON 

TAGS: PARM, SOPN, UR, US, (CARTER, JIMMY) 

To: STATE USSALTTWO 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/27a2aab3-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



